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Giving back 

Having ripped open your Christmas stockings and enjoyed the goodies therein, giving 

back should now be top of mind — shouldn’t it? 

By Fiona Rotherham, Auckland Issue 101 / Friday, 1 February, 2008 
 

Welcome to Paradise. Doesn‟t that have a great ring to it?  
 

The aptly named Paradise sits just north of Glenorchy (for JAFAs that‟s near Queenstown) and has 
been earmarked for a planned United World College.  
 

For those of you unfamiliar with UWC, the first college was opened in Wales in 1962 by renowned 
German educationalist Kurt Hahn, who also founded Outward Bound.  
 

Each year 1,200 students aged between 16 and 19 years from more than 134 countries are awarded 
a two-year scholarship to attend one of 12 United World Colleges. As international honorary president 
Nelson Mandela says: “Education is the great engine of personal development. It is through education 
that the daughter of a peasant can become a doctor, that the child of farm workers can become the 
president of a great nation.”  
 

The aim is to produce the next generation of international leaders whose core values include service 
to others. 
 

It has become almost universally accepted that successful, wealthy people should „give back‟ much of 
their wealth. Just look at Microsoft founder Bill Gates, whose foundation has handed out billions. 
UWC internationally is funded by philanthropists, including the likes of semi-retired American fund 
manager Shelby Davis who is convinced he can change the course of international relations by 
funding outstanding foreign students to study with Americans. He has set up the United World College 
Scholars Program, which pays a big chunk of the tuition of any UWC graduate that enrols into an 
American college or university.  
 

UWC alumni are also expected to give back to the cause. One of the most well-known is former Nokia 
chairman and CEO Jorma Ollila from Finland who attended Atlantic College in Wales, as did our own 
Labour politician David Cunliffe (though not at the same time). Cunliffe describes the experience as 
the most life changing he‟s ever had.  
 

It will be from alumni like Cunliffe and overseas philanthropists like Davis that the New Zealand UWC 
Trust tries to raise the $150 million needed to make the Paradise college a reality. Building costs are 
an estimated $50 million while $100 million will be sought to set up an investment fund to provide the 
$7 million annual running costs. New Zealand UWC Trust chairman and Chapman Tripp lawyer Tony 
Baldwin says the college doesn‟t want a hand-to-mouth existence, in danger of closing each year. 
 

 



 

A 2006 report estimated total philanthropic funding in New Zealand of $1.27 billion a year, with 
personal donations and bequests contributing just over a third (most of it goes on culture and sports). 
So not all Kiwis are Mr Scrooge when it comes to giving back, but Baldwin says philanthropy still 
hasn‟t caught on in a big way in New Zealand and the trust will have to raise the bulk of the money 
offshore. Government endorse-ment of the project is being sought so the trust can enlist the help of 
agencies such as Foreign Affairs to open doors offshore when it‟s time to raise the big dosh.  
 

In the meantime, the trust has secured a patron (former prime minister Jim Bolger), set up a board of 
directors, and has an option to lease the Paradise site. The plan is to develop the college in five 
stages: the board is currently at stage two, which includes raising $238,000 towards a full feasibility 
study. Over half of that money has already been raised, with two South Island community trusts 
pledging generous support.  
 

A surprising number of corporates are also backing the ambitious project. For example, Arrow 
International is waiving much of its usual fee to project manage the feasibility study; Rockgas and 
Contact have said they‟ll fund the school‟s energy costs; and TerraLink is providing mapping services 
so website visitors can take a 3D virtual tour as if they‟re flying over the proposed campus site. 
 

It is aimed to open the college by 2012, catering to 250 students including around 50 New 
Zealanders. Paradise will be unique in that Outward Bound will be one of the core components of the 
course. There will also be a strong service element — those that are given to, also give back. 
 

So why should we care? What is it to us if a bunch of talented teenagers from around the world hang 
out in the South Island wilderness? 

 

It‟s about making New Zealand a global player. As Bolger says: “This is an outstanding opportunity for 
New Zealand to play an important role on the world stage where it really counts — with our next 
generation of international leaders.” 
 

You may remember the Colombo Plan started in the early 1950s. For the next 30 years hundreds of 
young Asians came here to study a wide range of subjects. These students helped introduce New 
Zealanders to Asian faces, accents, culture and cuisine — something now taken for granted. Equally 
importantly, many of those Asian students returned home to high-ranking jobs but still retain fond 
memories of New Zealand, which has helped us out enormously in trade and other negotiations. We 
can no longer rely on leveraging our traditional ties to the UK and the US — we need more friends, in 
more places. Each UWC class has students from all over world who should return home as potential 
leaders with a long-term affiliation to New Zealand.  
 

“We‟re investing in New Zealand‟s future,” says Baldwin. That seems worthy enough to me.  
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